DARTMOOR LIGHT AND SHADOW

PHOTOGRAPHY AND THE MOOR THROUGH 150 YEARS.

Simon Butler

“Photography’s most basic reality is that it shows us the past. Whether we view a
freshly made instant picture taken at a family picnic, or a very old one, they all
inevitably look backwards through time. One result of this photographic fact is that
we can see a record of how things have changed.” This book is about photographic
legacies, both through those pioneer photographers whose work on Dartmoor has
provided us with clear pictures of the past, and those working today who present to
us a contemporary face of the moor and moorland life today. In the 150 years since
the earliest surviving photographs were taken, Dartmoor has undergone great
changes of which historic photographs provide compelling evidence. The majority of
the 200 photographs in this book are taken from the Dartmoor Trust Archive which
itself contains around 100 000 images dating from the 1860s to the present day.
Drawing on this superb resource the author charts the history of photography and
those photographers who captured every aspect of the moor from its prehistoric
remains through to the present day. The final chapters of the book include works by
twenty contemporary photographers who, as part of a year-long project, have
brought the book up to date with their own interpretations of the moor. Throughout,
the book considers past changes that photography brings to light and future perils
faced through increased human pressure and climate change.
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Simon Butler is the author of twenty books around half of them relating to Dartmoor
which has been his family’s home for fifty years. In 2023 he was invited to devise a
celebratory project on Dartmoor associated with a charitable legacy in the name of
Phoebe Wortley-Talbot, a long-time resident of the moor. The outcome has been a
two-year programme in association with the Dartmoor Trust and the South West
Academy of Fine & Applied Arts; the first year involving photography and the
second painting and sculpture. Each year will culminate in an exhibition and an
associated publication, of which Dartmoor: Light and Shadow is the first.
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